
the Martinsburg
Roundhouse Center

a national historic  
landmark in downtown

martinsburg, west virginia
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From I-81 at Exit 16E
•	Head south on Edwin Miller Blvd (Rt 9 East)
•	Continue on North Queen Street 
•	Turn left onto East Race Street and follow to  

the Martinsburg Roundhouse Center parking  
lot to the right

From I-81 at Exit 13E
•	Head east on West King Street
•	Turn left onto Queen Street and follow for two 

blocks
•	Turn right onto East Martin Street and follow  

to the Martinsburg Roundhouse Center  
parking lot on your left

•	A pedestrian walkway from the train station to  
the roundhouse will be open for scheduled tours.

www.MartinsburgRoundhouse.com

directions

Contact Information

S

The Martinsburg Roundhouse Center is open 
for tours by appointment.

$5 per person

Group tours can be arranged at special rates.

toursS
PO Box 3084 

Martinsburg, WV 25402
304-264-8801



Arrival of the first 
Baltimore and Ohio 
steam engine. 

Site of the first National Labor Strike, 
when rail workers protested pay cuts. 
The work and traffic stoppage spread 
across the country.

Vandals set fire 
to the wooden 
palettes stored 
in the East 
Roundhouse, 
nearly destroying 
the building.

The complex was 
designated a 
National Historic 
Landmark.

The Roundhouse 
Authority 
continues to work 
on preservation 
and rehabilitation 
of the property.

B&O Built an engine 
house (roundhouse) 
and supporting 
workshops as the 
railroad expanded 
westward.

Berkeley County Roundhouse Authority was 
created with the mission of preserving and 
rehabilitating the Martinsburg Roundhouse 
Center for adaptive re-use as an historic 
attraction of National significance and 
community events.

Troops under Col Thomas 
“Stonewall” Jackson trapped and 
destroyed 42 locomotives, over 300 
cars, 36 miles of track, 102 miles 
of telegraph wire, 17 bridges, and 
damaged B&O roundhouse and shops.

Reconstruction of the 
Bridge & Machine Shop, 
the West Roundhouse, 
the Frog & Switch Shop 
and the Blacksmith Shop.

Facility was used 
continually until 
operations were 
transferred 
elsewhere.

Martinsburg 
changed hands 
over 50 times 
during the Civil 
War, a testament 
to the importance 
of the rail center.
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SThe fully enclosed 1866 roundhouse is supported by a 
sophisticated cast iron frame, designed in the mid-1850’s 
by an immigrant engineer named Albert Fink. These frame 
components were cast in Baltimore, shipped and assembled 
here, somewhat like an erector set. The B&O used at least 
five cast-iron roundhouses of this design. This is the last 
one remaining.

Evidence suggests that the present roundhouse occupies 
the location of the 1854 Gothic roundhouse burned in the 
Civil War. The 50-foot diameter pit below the turntable may 
actually include the original 40-foot diameter pit walls. This 
building would allow mechanics to bring the engine inside 
and onto the turntable, turn it and back it into the bay. The 
shape of the building and the original venting cupola allowed 
the smoke and steam to rise and escape above.

The Frog & Switch Shop (to the South) was originally called 
the Car Shop and was used to manufacture railroad freight 
cars used mostly for coal. It was built in 1867 using massive 
wood and iron trusses of substantial dimensions. At the 
end of the 19th century, this function moved to Brunswick, 
Maryland. Martinsburg began manufacturing frog and 
switch points which are specialized parts of switches which 
guide the wheels of rolling stock from one track to another. 
Points are the long tapered rail sections and the frog is used 
to guide the wheels of the train through the center of part 
of the switch. It was called a frog because the earlier forms 
resembled the outline of a real frog.

Located in the rear of the Frog and Switch Shop is an area that 
was used for general blacksmith work. It was originally used 
for a variety of tasks, from making axles to sharpening tools.

RoundHouse center Highlights

Located on 13 acres along Tuscarora Creek, the Martinsburg Roundhouse Center has a rich history dating back to the 1800’s.  
Below is a historicaltimeline of major events. For additional history, visit www.MartinsburgRoundhouse.com.

Martinsburg’s Railroad History


